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RELIGION IN FLORIDA
HOW SOUTHERN IS IT?
by Samuel S. Hill
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Religion in Florida shows variety and innovation, and can be
eccentric, not unlike this sign in a field south of Venice.

s Florida in the South? Or is it
practically a region in its own right?
Or is it future American society in
miniature?
And what about Florida’s religious life?
Do southern styles and patterns prevail
at all; or strongly in some parts of the state
and not so much in others? And what
comes to mind as characteristic of south
ern religion? Millions of Baptists, expres
sive black worship, H.L. Mencken
ridiculing, Jerry Falwell raising money,
Jimmy Swaggart praying, and a fervent
passion for the prohibitionist cause
sometimes with glass in hand?

I

Recently a small circle of major Flor
ida leaders were talking about these
questions. A prominent political figure
commented, "Florida is hedonistic but

far from secular." Did he mean that Flo
ridians think they are, and mean to be,
religious, in spite of apparent evidence
to the contrary?
Think of the items in Florida’s reli
giana: many Jews and many Catholics,
plus Rosicrucians and Santeriafollowers,
in the southeast; a multitude of Southern
Baptists in the panhandle; all manner of
Pentecostals, Metaphysicals, mainline
Protestants, and "Catholics" of one sort
and another in St. Petersburg.
Think also of people. William Jen
nings Bryan wintered here, as do Pres
byterian novelist Frederick Buechner and
Holiness historian Timothy Smith today.
Billy Graham went to Bible Institute in
Dunedin and was baptized in a lake
near Palatka. Southern Baptist renewalist
Findley Edge lives in Winter Park. So did

Yale biblicist Millar Burrows and Meth
odist theologian Harold de Wolf. But an
effort to produce a list of nationally
prominent religious leaders who are or
were Floridians would be mostly fruit
less. This still young state has served the
nation better in other areas of leadership
than in religion.
Compare the three largest religious
bodies in Florida with the three largest in
the United States as a whole. They are
the same. The Roman Catholic Church is
Florida’s and America’s largest. The
nation’s largest Protestant denomination
is the Southern Baptist Convention. So
also in Florida. Methodism is third in the
nation, and in this state.
What are we to make of this? Reli
giously, is Florida America in miniature?
*1990
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The Great Cross of Nombre de Dios, St.
Augustine, marks the place where the mass
was held that blest the beginnings of this
oldest European city in the United States.

That claim would be difficult to defend
but not meaningless. When we look at
Florida we do see a reflection of the entire
USA, not just its southern region.
Florida is a mirror which shows that
members of the nation’s largest religious
body have moved to Florida in great
numbers. A sizable proportion of the cit
izens of Michigan, Maine, New Jersey,
and Ohio among other states who come
south to Florida are Catholic. In addition
Catholics move "north" to Florida from
Caribbean and Latin American societies.
The Baptist and Methodist cases are
comparable, yet quite distinct. Baptists,
both black and white, "in-migrated" here
too, just from less distant places. Begin
ning in the early nineteenth century,
Anglo-Saxon residents of Georgia, Ala
bama, and the Carolinas moved into the
northern portion of what was the then
Spanish colony which became an Amer
ican territory in 1821, a state in 1845, and
joined the Confederate secession in 1861.
Coming from the southern states, these
people were Baptists in greatest propor
tion, but for the same reason some of them
were also Methodist and Presbyterian. In
fact, the more adventurous Methodists
and Presbyterians were a bit more prom
inent in the earliest years. Still, the South’s
representative religious bodies were also

2
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Florida’s. Florida was in and of the South
until the end of the nineteenth century.
Whether new Floridians came north
from the Caribbean or south from the
"Southern" states, Florida’s religious
patterns have mirrored wider and larger
conditions. Once here, Floridians were
defined by denominations who fostered
their own growth, raised their own
families, and most notably among the
Baptists promoted effective recruiting
enterprises.
Since the 1 920s, people coming from
the islands and rim countries of the Car
ibbean, not to mention those arriving from
the Northeast and Middle West, have
multiplied the numbers of religious bod
ies. Beginning in the 1920s, with a huge
boost during the 1940s, Jews, Lutherans,
Pentecostals, Congregationalists, Fun
damentalists, Christian Scientists, and
others planted strong presences here. This
does not mean that Florida is the nation
in miniature. It does mean that religious
patterns prevailing elsewhere have made
their mark on Florida.
The influence of a large Jewish pop
ulation on the state is widely recognized.
Though scattered throughout the cities
of peninsular Florida-by last count,
6,000 in Jacksonville, 6,200 in Sarasota,
17,500 in metropolitan Tampa/St. Peters
burg, 12,000 in Orlando-Jews are pri
marily concentrated in the "Gold Coast."
North Miami Beach, with more than
85,000 Jewish residents, is now the most
densely populated Jewish community in
the world. Over a half million permanent
Jewish residents live in Palm Beach, Bro
ward, and Dade counties. Almost all of
this in-migration of Jews has happened
since World War II, the bulk of it since
1970.

combined; another 106,000 resided in
Fort Lauderdale. The force of this ItalianCatholic strength is driven home by the
observation that in 1990 there is a higher
percentage of Italian-Americans in Fort
Lauderdale than in New Haven, New
Orleans, Baltimore, Albany, St. Louis,
Syracuse, or Youngstown.
Diversity, variety, innovation,
change-these terms fit the Florida of
1990. These features are everywhere in
Florida’s religious sectors.
Travel to St. Augustine. See the Great
Cross, a 208 foot high stainless steel
structure planted in 1965 at water’s edge
near the Castillo de San Marcos. Here the
first Mass Catholic in what was to
become a permanent settlement was cel
ebrated in the territories that became the
United States of America. Father Fran
cisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales did the
honors on Sept. 8, 1565. The bountiful
Catholic heritage of Spanish Florida con
tinues to shape Florida.
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Diversity variety
innovation, change
these features are everywhere
Florida’s religious sectors

When the Spirit moves you, you move.
This time in Sanford, Florida. Next
time at God’s throne.

Florida’s Catholicism is often associ
ated with Cubans seeking refuge after
Castro’s coming to power in 1959. True,
some 768,000 Spanish speaking people
lived in Dade county by 1985, most of
them Cuban-Americans. But ItalianAmericans are a major slice of Florida’s
Catholic population. In 1985, over 50,000
Italians lived in Miami and St. Petersburg

A few blocks south, Trinity Church
Episcopal, 1824 looms on a major cor
ner. It reminds us that the Church of Eng
land was the state church in British Florida
from 1763 to 1783. Here people of Eng
lish descent have made sure their heri
tage was preserved and incarnated in
Florida’s oldest permanent settlement.
Northwestward a few blocks stands a
unique and quite elegant church build-

-
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ing, Memorial Presbyterian. Oil tycoon
and Rockefeller associate Henry Morri
son Flagler had this splendid structure
built. Completed in 1889, it houses his
remains. Outwardly it gives the impres
sion of being more Episcopal than Pres
byterian, but inwardly the central pulpit
of Memorial Presbyterian bespeaks a
Calvinist concern to make preaching the
focal act of worship. An ornate edifice,
certainly, it is not so much ostentatious as
grand and eye catching.
St. Augustine highlights the state’s
oldest and most splendid traditions. Other
forms of religious architecture, ranging
from nondescript and conventional to
notable and distinctive, are found all
across the state. The Mediterranean
Revival style is common in the central and
southern parts of the state-and not alone
for Catholic Churches. Stucco exteriors
and red tile roofs may encase Baptist and
Presbyterian buildings. Episcopal
churches are quite frequently batten-andboard, particularly for structures at least
75 years old. The places of worship for
black Protestants often resemble styles
common in Atlantic coast states as far
north as Philadelphia and even New York
City. Among the most surprising exam
ples of church architecture are the new
and large "tabernacle churches" put up
by Pentecostal and independent congre
gations-some of them reflecting a vis
ual creativity disconnected from their
theology or programmatic emphasis.
The variety of the state’s religious
expressions bombards even the casual
observer. Take a single street in a middlesize Florida city Gainesville, the one I
know best. Examine the phenomenal
diversity. Serving a compact middle class
neighborhood are "people’s churches."
Two are independent Baptist: one with
Bob Jones University connections, the
other espousing the goals of Jerry Fal
well. Predictably both operate private
"Christian academies."
Between them stands a congregation
belonging to the Presbyterian Church in
America, a body organized in 1973 by
southern conservatives dedicated to
arresting the erosion of doctrinal
orthodoxy.
Proceeding eastward, one sees the
Evangelical Free building. This is a
northern denomination, rooted in Swed
ish free-church pietism. By being clas
sically Evangelical, it is too authorityminded and theology-concerned to fit

Blessing the fleet on Palm Sunday, 1946, in St. Augus tinebut it could have been almost any year before or since.

snugly in a southern religious setting.
Neighboring buildings house an
Assemblies of God congregation and a
Church of Christ. The former is Pente
costal. The latter is Restorationist. Both
are decidedly conservative in dramati
cally different ways and enjoy large and
impressive new structures.
There is another Pentecostal congre
gation on this street, but this time of the
"oneness" or "Jesus only" type. And, if
you look hard, you will notice a building
indistinguishable from a school or busi
ness office that houses an independent
charismatic congregation.
This "church street" may seem so
unusual as to be unrepresentative. Not
really. What we are noting is the planting
of congregations in a fairly new middle
class neighborhood from "working" to
"upper" by missions-dedicated groups,
some heavily organized, others only
confederated.
"First churches" these are not. They
lean toward being alternative culture
churches: fundamentalist, pentecostal,
charismatic, and hyperorthodox. Only in
Florida? Probably not, but this sampling
does portray accurately the fascinating
medley of religious bodies found in a
Florida that is both southern and not
southern while being a fertile garden for
practically any religious flower.
The Florida scene provides a wonder
ful display of religious festivals. For dec

ades, the port cities of St. Augustine and
Jacksonville have witnessed "blessing the
fleet"-with shrimp boats massed for a
run during the spring season. Turning such
a secular occurrence into a religious
occasion is the heritage of sacramental
churches: Catholic, Episcopal, and
Orthodox. It comes from a time in which
economic dependence on the fruits of the
sea was a community’s lifeline. Reces
sive in a secularized Florida, the event
still inspires the sacerdotal sense in true
believers. For others it remains colorful
and intriguing.
Three hundred miles down the Atlan
tic coast, Lantana near Lake Worth
enjoys an old and large Finnish pres
ence. Being blest with Finns, they find it
natural, not to mention economically
productive, to set up a skyscraper Christ
mas tree. Lighted and ornamented in
Scandinavian fashion, the yuletide bea
con stands, shining over miles of flat sea
side terrain, as a lure to tourists. A fair
number of those tourists fly 4,000 miles
from Helsinki to view the Christmas sight,
and to capture the warm breezes of sub
tropical Florida.
Swinging to the other end of the Chris
tian spectrum, one can enjoy "Orlando
Jesus ‘90" or a comparable Evangelical
festival. Located on a fairground or sim
ilar large area, this kind of event brings
together preachers, lay witnesses, and
gospel musicians. It is a weekend which
satisfies spiritual longings. All day and into
Fall
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St. Augustine’s Trinity Episcopal Church was Florida’s state
church-Church of England-from 1763 to 1783.

the evening the spiritually vital, more
often young than older, can listen to and
participate in the gospel message. Those
who want more, and can never quite get
their fill, come to pray, testify, dance,
strum, sing, and respond to musicians and
heralds of Christ.
Fine examples of the rite of intensifi
cation, these festivals are up-to-the-min
ute versions of the old Methodist and
Holiness camp meetings of the nine
teenth century frontier and urban reviv
als. Incidentally, the older versions still
take place in some Florida locations,
sponsored by Holiness and Pentecostal
bodies in connection with summer camps
or assemblies.
Florida is the home of a large religious
communications industry. Jack van Impe
Ministries moved from Michigan to
Winter Haven a decade ago. It beams a
syndicated television ministry to a cou
ple of hundred stations around the coun
try. Hailing from the Dutch Reformed
tradition of orthodox Calvinism, it uses
an attractive promotional style without
being flamboyant.
More intensively developed is the D.
James Kennedy complex in Fort Lauder
dale. The "Coral Ridge Ministries" is
based in the 7,500 member Presbyterian
Church that gives the "Ministries" its
name. It produces the country’s third most
watched television broadcast, operates a
radio station, maintains a Christian
academy, and sustains a film production

4
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company. It is launching two new Chris
tian "think tanks" to wrestle with the
moral problems of our society. In the faIl
of 1990, it opened John Knox Seminary,
a theological school to train ministries
along conservative Protestant lines,
reflecting Kennedy’s membership in the
Presbyterian Church in America PCA.
The Presbyterian Church in America,
incidentally, has been a guiding light for
the Reformed Theological Seminary
based in Jackson, Mississippi, which
recently opened a branch campus in
Orlando. Started in 1988, it is the first
accredited Protestant seminary located
‘9
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Memorial Presbyterian Church. Built by
Henry Flagler, it houses his remains.

in Florida, ever. The Roman Catholic
Seminary of St. Vincent de Paul was
established in Boynton Beach in 1963,
the only Christian venture of its kind until
the planting of the Reformed Theological
Seminary branch in Orlando.
For a long time, conservative denom
inations have operated Bible institutes and
colleges in such places as Pensacola,
Graceville, Zellwood, Lakeland, Tampa,
Dunedin, and Melbourne. The larger
"mainline Protestant" bodies moved into
Florida early, just before and after 1900,
to found Rollins College Congrega
tional in Winter Park, Stetson University
Southern Baptist in DeLand, and Flor
ida Southern United Methodist in Lakeland. Presbyterians planted Florida
Presbyterian, now Eckerd College, in St.
Petersburg in 1958. The Roman Catholic
Church sponsors St. Thomas University
and Barry College in Miami, and St. Leo
College in Pasco County. Black denom
inations operate Florida Memorial Col
lege Baptist in Miami, and Edward
Waters College Methodist in Jackson
ville. Churches of Christ congregations
support Florida College in Temple Terrace.
These schools, institutes, and colleges
afford clues to the state’s religious
demography, because religious bodies
normally establish their educational
institutions in areas where they are
strong-not on a mission frontier. Thus,
by noting the affiliation of church-based
schools we ascertain, with impressive
accuracy, which denominations and
ministries have strength. Generalizing,
we infer that, early on, the principal Prot
estant denominations of the South and
the Northeast planted their colleges.
Where Roman Catholic populations had
attained to size, that church followed with
colleges like St. Leo. More recently, Flor
ida has become a fertile ground for con
servative movements, religious even more
than political.
Is Florida’s religion the South’s reli
gion, slightly in the shadows? Not in the
shadows surely, owing to the consistent
impact of the nearby southern states upon
the Panhandle and the peninsula. Before
the 1 920s, the majority of the population
reflected the culture from which they, or
their parents or grandparents, had come:
such as Catholic St. Augustine and Bap
tist Jacksonville. Only when transporta
tion facilities enabled residents of colder
climates to visit or move to the Sunshine
State, and political unrest moved the

Practically every old and new
religious movement may be
found here, not to mention
innovative, experimental,
eccentric, and esoteric forms of
religion and quasi-religion.

The Church of Christ, Clearwater, photographed here in 1965, reflects a visual creativity
disconnected from any specific theological or programmatic emphasis.

recent Caribbean migrants north, did
cultural demographics change. Still, reli
giously Florida has more in common with
the southern region that with any other.
Any description of the South as a dis
tinctive religious region must take note
of four factors.
First, the South is and has been a
biracial society. This means that there are
churches for black people and for white
people. More significantly, it means that
both races have contributed to making
"southern religion" what it is. "Gospel"
in Florida does not sound a midwestern
or northeastern note. Congregationalists
and Unitarians came from those places.
Here we know "Amazing Grace."
Second, religious developments on the
frontier, especially between 1790 and
1830, helped make southern religion
what it is. The heritage of high-intensity
preaching for an immediate conversion
experience descended from frontier
revivals and camp meetings to become
the standard for popular southern reli
gion, except for upper crust Episcopali
ans and proper Scotch Presbyterians.
Third, immigration has been a minor
factor and in-migrating people a minor
force in southern society and culture since
1 800. From the time the region’s settle
ment season ended, in the 1750s east of
the Appalachians and 1810 on the west
side, few new arrivals took place. The
wave upon wave of immigrants that
altered "the North" from New England
to the Great Plains scarcely broke on the
southern shore. Translated into people
categories, that means the South has

received few Catholics, Jews, and Ger
man and Scandinavian Lutherans; hardly
any Italians, Poles, Russian, Greeks, and
Portuguese. Here, let it be noted, Florida
does not follow the southern norm.
A fourth factor contributes to the
South’s religious distinctiveness. South
ern peoples have had a limited cultural
exposure and a limited range of options.
In religion, the choices have been Bap
tist, Methodist, and Presbyterian; in pol
itics, the Democratic Party for whites and
the Republican Party for blacks until the
switches and shiftings of recent dec
ades. In work patterns, we find much
more the trades and farming than indus
try and the professions. In culinary styles,
more fried chicken and sweet potatoes
than spaghetti, baked beans, or bagels.
Southerners have rejected exposure to
other peoples and folkways both by
choice and through regional isolation.
Southern insularity is as much an atti
tude as a geographical condition.
Truly southern popular piety requires
that:
1 the Bible be the only religious authority
2 access to God be direct and intimate
The Bible is seen not as a mediating agent
but as a virtual extension of divinity.
3 morality be understood as personal
purity and interpersonal neighborliness
4 worship be informal and sponta
neous, not liturgical and sacerdotal.
Measured by these southern criteria,
Baptists triumph-indeed they gener
ated the list. The Catholic Church flunks.
Presbyterians are on the right track but

are too cool and restrained. The hold of
this checklist, to be sure, has been
diminished by the new religious diver
sity of the state and the attendant spirit of
pluralism, but this southern way of
assessing real religion, true religion,
persists.
Now, what are we to say? Religiously,
is Florida in the South? It used to be. It is
now in some places and in measure
everywhere. But the truth be known, "not
really" anymore.
Is Florida a region in its own right,
somewhat Southern, mostly post-South
ern? The qualified answer is "yes."
Is Florida the future American society
in miniature? Probably yes, in important
ways, in that no single tradition, regional
or theological, will set the pace. It may
be more distinctive than most, however,
in that practically every old and new reli
gious movement may be found here, not
to mention innovative, experimental,
eccentric, and esoteric forms of religion
and quasi-religion.
In religion as in all other dimensions,
Florida begs for study. Florida consis
tently thwarts generalization and defies
predictability. We can hardly escape
being fascinated by it.

=

Samuel S. Hill, Professor of Religion at
the University of Florida, is the font of
information on religion in the South. A
prolific author, Hill edited the Encyclo
pedia of Religion in the South and was
consultant for the religion section of the
widely acclaimed Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture. He is a former mem
ber of the FEH Board and was also a
member of the FEH Speakers Bureau last
year.
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THE FLORIDA CHAUTAUQUA
by Dean DeBolt
ugust 1884: the Florida
Times-Union reports that
"Dr. A. H. Gillet with a party
are touring in Florida look
ing for a suitable locality for a winter
Chautauqua."
The New York Chautauqua had proved
enormously popular. But it was only pos
sible during the summer months, when
the weather was good and the breezes
from Lake Chautauqua provided com
fort from the summer heat. Rev. Gillet was
seeking a site for a national Chautauqua
that could meet sometime during the
remainder of the year, and where the cli
mate would be equally suitable and pro
vide relief from New York winters.
The notice caught the attention of cit
izens in the town of Lake de Funiak. They
dispatched C. C. Banfill to Jacksonville
to induce Dr. Gilletto consider their city.
Lake de Funiak was a placid circular
lake surrounded by pine forests amid
rolling lands. It was located halfway
between Pensacola and Chatta
hootchee, on the newly built Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. This railroad line
provided a trans-panhandle route across
upper Florida, connecting Pensacola,
Mobile, and New Orleans with the
eastern cities of Jacksonville and
St. Augustine.

A

The original surveying parties
thought Lake de Funiak
could become a hunting resort
or site for a college
The town was initially designated a
supply depot for railroad construction
crews, but even the original surveying
parties thought Lake de Funiak could
become a hunting resort or site for a col
lege. The Louisville and Nashville Rail
road began selling lots there. By 1884
there were about 200 people in the small
village.
Banfill brought the selection commit
tee to Lake de Funiak. Despite several
days of rain, Dr. A. H. Gillet of Cincin
nati, Ohio and Rev. C. C. McLean of
Jacksonville, Florida decided that the first
6
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An advertisenwnt in W D. Chipley’s Facts
About Florida, 1885.

meeting of the Florida Chautauqua would
be here. To be held in February 1885, it
would be "a winter Assembly in the land
of summer."
Like the "Mother Chautauqua" in New
York, the Florida Chautauqua would be
an educational institution known as an
assembly "with courses of lectures and
class instruction in art, science, philos
ophy, history, literature, theology, and
morals, and other branches of study."

From Sunday School to
Chautauqua
The average education of Americans
after the Civil War was sadly deficient.
Only a few could afford the luxury of pri
vate schools. The quality of instruction
in public schools was low. Teachers were
untrained and poorly paid; facilities were
substandard; attendance was not
mandatory.
Proper education required regular and
consistent attendance, adequate faci Iities, and teachers trained both in edu

cational methods and in the subjects to
be taught. In most communities after the
Civil War only one organization met these
standards-the church. In addition to
being a place of regular attendance by
all ages, and a source of scriptural and
moral education, most churches offered
a Sunday School.
In the 1870s, Lewis Miller, an Akron,
Ohio inventor and layman, grasped these
facts and began making the Sunday
School the means of educating young
people in basic literacy. He upgraded the
instructional quality, introducing grad
ing, held weekly conferences with the
teaching staff, and broadened the curric
ulum to include science and nature.
About the same time, John Heyl Vin
cent, a Methodist preacher, organized a
training institute for Sunday School
teachers in joliet, Illinois. Training teach
ers was his key to creating Sunday Schools
which could educate the young who
worked all week. Vincent shortly found
himself appointed the first General Agent
of the Methodist Sunday School Union.
His charge was to organize Sunday School
institutes on a national basis.
Vincent soon discovered Lewis Miller.
The two, sharing the same goals of mak
ing Sunday Schools educational centers,
became fast friends. They wanted to take

Training teachers was his key
to creating Sunday Schools
which could educate the young
who worked all week.
the institute into the woods, away from
the distractions of the city. Looking for a
site, they located a Methodist owned
camp-meeting place on the shores of Lake
Chautauqua, New York.
On August 4, 1874, the Sunday School
Normal Assembly of the Methodist Epis
copal Church opened for two weeks of
addresses, conferences, sermons, cra
yon sketches, and speeches by lecturers
and authors, all followed by an exami
nation at the end. Thus the Sunday School
movement gave birth to "Chautauqua,"
and the New York Chautauqua became

coartesy Special collections, lohn C. Pace Library, University of West Florida

sanctified in terms like ‘‘Mother
Chautauqua."
The Chautauqua organizers soon rec
ognized the need to offer education and
intellectual stimulation for the families
and friends of those attending. At the same
time, the curriculum was broadened into
an "intellectual summer camp."
The idea caught the popular spirit.
President Grant visited the New York
Chautauqua in 1875. With this presi
dential blessing, Chautauqua was on the
map! Chautauqua quickly became the
religious, educational, and recreational
standard for America. "Chautauquas"
spread across the land.
All that was left was to find some way
to sustain the summer excitement of
Chautauqua during the dormant months.
So, in 1878, the Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle CLSC was formed.
Established as a correspondence course,
CLSC selected an outstanding array of
classic, contemporary, and religious
books for reading during the year. Com
munities across the country formed CLSC
societies to read, review, and debate the
great books selected for that year.
But this was not enough. "Mother
Chautauqua" began looking for another
site, a place similar to Lake Chautauqua,
where permanent buildings and grounds
could be erected, and where the winter
climate and atmosphere were condu
cive to the outdoor living and fresh air so
important to creative learning. And so,
Gillet came to Lake de Fun iak.
-

The Birth of the Florida
Chautauqua
To bring the Florida Chautauqua into
existence required the work of two groups
of people.
Chautauqua Speakers’ Bureau and a
publishing house, Cranston and Stowewhich provided programs, books, lec
ture notes, and related Chautauqua lit
erature-were in Cincinnati. Accordingly,
The Rev. Dr. August H. Gillet of Cincin
nati was named Superintendent of
InstructIon. Working with a de Funiak
Board of Directors, he devised the

Chautauqua quickly became the
religious, educational, and
recreational standard
for America.

Economy minded Florida Chautauquans, here seen ca. 1895, could rent tents from the
beginning.

schedule, speaking arrangements, and
overall curriculum.
In Florida, the Board of Directors was
busy acquiring lands, building facilities,
insuring special railroad fares, and get
ting Lake de Funiak prepared for the
Assembly visitors. A key member of this
Board was William D. Chipley of Pen
sacola. Chipley came to Pensacola in
1880 to build the trans-panhandle Pen
sacola and Atlantic Railroad. Elected
President of the Florida Chautauqua, he
secured special railroad rates and land
concessions. Because of earlier planning
for a resort, Lake de Funiak’s new Hotel
Chautauqua was ready for business and
a large one story Assembly building had
already been constructed by February
1885.
The charter of the Florida Chautauqua
Association was approved by the Florida
legislature in time to open in February
1885. Officers of the Florida Chautauqua
were:
Rev. A. H. GiIIet, Cincinnati, Ohio,
Superintendent of Instruction
Colonel J. W. Sloss, Birmingham, Ala
bama, President
C. C. Banfill, Lake de Funiak, Secretary
R. N. Cary, Jr., Pensacola, Treasurer.
Management laid in a stock of tents for
rental, along with chairs, tables, and other
furniture. Visitors wishing to reduce
expenses were encouraged to bring their
own camping equipment, tents, and
supplies. Lumber could be purchased for
the erection of temporary cottages. Tent
sites could be obtained without charge.
Food supplies were available for pur
chase or visitors could use the restaurant

at the Hotel Chautauqua. The baked
goods store of the to-be-opened School
of Cookery would also be available.
Some 200 acres encompassing the
round lake were set aside for Chautau
qua grounds. Visitors could purchase
season passes allowing them access to
the grounds and all public events for
$3.00 for the entire three weeks. Five-day
tickets could be had for $1 .00. Single day
admissions went for twenty-five cents.
The Florida Chautauqua opened on
February 10, 1885. The format of this
Chautauqua remained basically unal
tered for almost forty years. Emphasis was
placed on religious training and educa
tional activities in such areas as "philos
ophy, theology, art, music, elocution, and
cookery." Concerts, impersonations, lec
tures, travelogues, and stereopticon slide
shows provided imaginative and edu
cational entertainment..
Chautauquans chose from several
departments of instruction:
An Art School offered instruction in fig
ure, portrait, tapestry, and decorative
painting; landscape drawing, etching,
china painting, underglaze pottery; art
needlework, wood carving, clay mod
eling, and taxidermy

The Florida Chautauqua
opened on February 10, 1885.
The format.
remained
basically unaltered
for almost forty years.
.
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A School of Cookery offered lessons in
the making of breads, soups, and salads;
the art of cooking meat, poultry oysters,
game, eggs, desserts, cakes, candies; and
the refined art of broiling, frying, roast
ing, stewing, and boiling.
The School of Elocution offered vocal drill
and was highly recommended for teach
ers, preachers, and lawyers.
The Sunday School Normal Department
offered a Biblical sequence and a Teach
ing series. The Biblical series covered such
topics as Bible lands, geography history
of the Bible, and interpretation. The
teaching sequence focused on Sunday
School management including the prin
ciples of teaching, such as how to retain
students’ attention and develop grading
systems. In the Primary Teachers’ Class
topics ranged from the use of black
boards to student expectations, the
teaching of singing, how to encourage
attendance, and related matters.
The Music Department offered lessons in
piano and voice. A Chorus Class met
twice daily except Sunday The Chorus
Class was similar to an open choir and
provided the Chautauqua v’ith concerts,
background tabernacle music, and Sun
day church music.
A Kindergarten was conducted daily for
the children of parents attending the
Chautauqua. Each day from nine until
twelve, children were entertained by lec
tures and illustrated stories.
The School of Theology, which provided
continuing education for preachers, was
an integral part of the New York Chau

tauqua School of Theology
And for everyone there were three tab
ernacle lectures a day the last being the
evening entertainment. 1885 tabernacle
lectures described life in Burma, illus
trated with costumes; presented prehis
toric America and its mound builders; and
introduced Mohammed and the Wars of
Islam. There were also stereopticon slide
programs on Palestine, English Cathe
drals, Scotch Abbeys, beautiful Paris, and
the land of Burns. A key speaker was
Wallace Bruce, former U. S. Consul to
Edinburgh, Scotland, and a frequent
speaker at the New York Chautauqua, to
the great pleasure of the many Scots in
attendance.
Special days included Forestry Day
Children’s Day Chautauqua Day Tem
perance Day and Scots’ Day
On Saturday through the cooperation
of the railroad, Chautauqua sponsored
excursion trains. Chautauqua visitors
could take the train to Pensacola, the
beaches, the ruins of Fort Pickens, or
Marianna. Similarly people along the
railroad lines could take the train to
Chautauqua and spend the day touring
the grounds and attending lectures. There
were special concerts on Saturday eve
nings, torchlight illuminations, stereop
ticon illustrated lectures, and fireworks
over the lake.
Sundays were sacred. The Assembly
Sunday School met in the morning. There
were usually two or three tabernacle ser
mons offered during the day There were
no classes or lectures on Sundays.

Hotel Chautauqua was first occupied when the Florida Chautauqua opened in 1885. The
Ministers’ Institute on the right was added later. Postcard ca. 1905
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Immediate Precocity
Setting up the 1885 Florida Chautau
qua cost its promoters $11,000. It took in
only $400. However, the literary festival
was an economic boon to the railroad,
generating ticket income and land sales,
and a boost to the local merchants. The
Directors immediately began planning
for 1886. As the May 1885, Chautauqua
proclaimed:
The Florida Chautauqua is a
success. Four months ago we had
a dubious feeling that such an
undertaking would fail of any real
support in a clime which has always
been so averse to adopting pro
gressive ideas. Our healthy Chau
tauqua tree, we feared, would be
enervated by tropical sunshine; but
it has taken root with surprising
readiness.
The town name was changed from Lake
de Funiak to DeFuniak Springs by early
1 886. Several professors at the 1885
Chautauqua had examined the waters of
the lake and discovered its source was a
spring. America was interested in the
rejuvenation provided at spas and min
eral water springs. DeFuniak Springs, as
a name, exuded health-both physical
and mental.

The 1886 Florida Chautauqua
was the site of the first
statewide Teachers’ Institute.
1886 also saw publication of a news
paper entitled The Florida Chautauqua.
Based in Cincinnati, it circulated pri
marily throughout the northeast United
States, promoting the speakers, events,
personalities, news, and programs of the
Florida Chautauqua and DeFuniak
Springs.
The Second Annual Florida Chautau
qua opened on February 23, 1886, for a
five week run, ending March 29th. The
1886 season mirrored the 1885 format.
A new Primary Teachers Class was estab
lished for mothers and primary school
teachers and a Primary Department
offered kindergarten and primary teach
ing methods for preschoolers. A Minis
ters’ Institute was established and offered
classes in New Testament, Hebrew,
Greek, Practical and Doctrinal Theol
ogy and Pulpit Elocution. The courses and
lodging were free to ordained ministers,
with the only costs being transportation,

courtesy Special Collect,ons, lohn C. Pace Library University of West Flor,da

food, and a season ticket at $3.00.
Visitors in 1886 could hear Leon H.
Vincent’s lecture series on Rome and
Hannibal, Marius and Sulla, Julius Cae
sar, Cicero and His Writings, Virgil, and
Horace. Marcus P. Hatfield, M.D., of
Chicago, presented a series of illustrated
lectures on health care entitled "Care of
the House in Which We Live," and
donated a museum of rocks and min
erals to the Association. Tabernacle lec
tures covered such diverse topics as
Ireland, Astronomy Scotland, Greece and
the Greeks, Florence and the de Med ici,
the world of Switzerland, and Love and
Marriage.
Musical entertainment was provided
by the Rogers Goshen Band from Goshen,
Indiana. As the official musical group,
they presented concerts supplemented
by the Chautauqua Chorus, guest sing
ers, and evening concerts "on the Lake."
Professor Warren Clarke of Tallahas
see gave stereopticon slide programs on
topics like ‘A Tour Around the World in
Eighty Minutes,’ ‘Four Years in Japan,’
‘China and the Chinese,’ ‘A Tour Through
the Tropics,’ ‘Three Thousand Miles
Through India,’ ‘From the Heights of the
Himalayas to the Tops of the Great Pyr
amids,’ and ‘An Evening in the Holy Land.’
Literary speaker Wallace Bruce was back
with talks on Robert Burns, Washington
Irving, William Cullen Bryant, Tennyson,
and ‘From the Hudson to the Yosemite.’
The 1886 Florida Chautauqua was the
site of the first statewide Teacher’s Insti
tute. William D. Chipley convinced
Florida Superintendent for Public
Instruction, AlbertJ. Russell, of the value
of providing teacher education at Chau
tauqua. The railroad joined in by pro
viding special rates to teachers and school
superintendents. This gathering of teach
ers began organized education in Florida.
By 1887, teachers from Escambia
County had formed an Escambia County
Teachers Association. A statewide group
followed, the Florida Education Associ
ation/United. Both organizations exist
today But after 1887 the teachers’ insti
tutes began to move away from Chau
tauqua. Superintendent Russell, who

The Florida Chautauqua
planted the seeds
of teacher certification
and professional development.

The Hall of Brotherhood, also known as the Auditorium, was completed in 1909. For $100
one of the columns could be named for "a literary figure. "This photo ca. 1912

complained of the "distractions" of
Chautauqua, probably wanted teacher
institutes to be held in different sections
of the state.
By inspiring the beginnings of teacher
education, the Florida Chautauqua
planted the seeds of teacher certification
and professional teacher development.
These, in turn, led to the establishment of
the State Normal College at DeFuniak
Springs. The State Normal College would
eventually change its name to Florida State
College for Women, move to Tallahas
see, and finally become coeducational
as "The Florida State University"

A Florida Fixture
The 1887 session expanded to six
weeks, and although the School of
Cookery disappeared, there were new
classes in stenography art exhibitions,
and other activities. The Gulf Ice Com
pany of Pensacola had an exhibit of Gulf
fish, each encased in a clear block of ice,
two feet long by eighteen inches square.
Hearing that the fish had been frozen
while still alive, Music Professor C. C.
Chase stated that if kept frozen for 1,000
years, then thawed and released in clear
spring water, the fish would rejuvenate
and swim away The Florida Chautauqua
monthly reported that this was the fish
iest story told at the 1887 session.
As each session of the Florida Chau
tauqua got longer, busier, and bigger, so
did DeFuniak Springs. From a popula
tion of a few hundred in 1885, the town
tripled to 672 by 1890, and to 800 citi
zens by 1893. A number of the officers
of the Chautauqua Association con
structed winter homes. Rooming houses

and visitor’s residences were built. By
1887, the Chautauqua grounds con
tained a Tabernacle or assembly hall 100’
x 100’,atwostorycollegebuildingwith
three recitation rooms on the first floor
and a chapel on the second; a small
museum building; a building called the
Hall with rooms downstairs and minis
ters’ quarters upstairs; buildings for the
Secretary and Superintendent’s Offices,
and a bookstore, operated by Cranston
and Stowe of Cincinnati.
Wallace A. Bruce of Poughkeepsie,
New York, became President of the Flor
ida Chautauqua in 1893. A graduate of
Yale and former editor of the Yale Literary
Review, Dr. Bruce had been a speaker at
the Florida Chautauqua since its begin
ning. He faced one crucial problem: the
Florida Chautauqua had accumulated a
deficit of nearly $19,000. At the same
time, it faced competition from educa
tional improvements in schools and col
leges. Bruce needed a new drawing card.
He found it in entertainment.
The 1897 program featured quartets,
the Rogers Goshen Band and Orchestra,
instrumentalists, more lecturers, and more
entertainment acts. In 1899, the first
moving pictures were shown at the
DeFuniak Springs Chautauqua. The years
from 1900 to 1917 were good ones for

Wallace Bruce began
construction of a new
Hall of Brotherhood
with lecture halls and a dome
reminiscent of the U.S. Capitol.
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the Florida Chautauqua. Programs fea
tured fun and entertainment, music, fire
works, and a return to nature. There were
contests, sports and exhibits. By 1906,
the sessions had lengthened to nine
weeks.
Convinced of continuing growth,
Wallace Bruce began construction of a
new Hall of Brotherhood with lecture
halls and a dome reminiscentofthe U.S.
Capitol. The 150 columns in the building
were available by subscription and could
be named for a literary figure through a
fee of$100. Cornelius Vanderbilt named
one for George Stephenson while Sena
tor George Wetmore of Rhode Island
procured one for General Nathaniel
Greene. Though Bruce suffered a stroke
during the fund raising efforts, and not
enough funds were secured to match his
dreams, the Hall of Brotherhood was
completed in 1909. The building still
stands.

All Good Things Come to...
Though William Jennings Bryan and
U.S. Vice President Thomas R. Marshall
were speakers in 1916, and the movie
"Civilization" was shown in 1919, the
appeal of the Florida Chautauqua had
begun to diminish. By 1920 newspapers,

telephones, telegrams, and magazines
brought news of the world, debates on
issues, and entertainment to every door.
World War I had taken thousands of
American men to England and Europe.
The world was no longer as mysterious as
it had once been. Stereopticon shows and
moving pictures could be seen in neigh
borhood movie houses. The picturesque
areas of America were becoming avail
able by family car.
The 1920 Florida Chautauqua, the 36th
season, was the last. The Bruce family
attempted to revive the Chautauqua in
1926 and 1927, but with no success. The
Chautauqua grounds reverted to the city
Winter homes became permanent homes.
The Florida Chautauqua was no more.
For 36 years the Florida Chautauqua
brought to the Panhandle opportunities
to learn about the world, discover the
wonders of literature and the marvels of
science, be exposed to cultures of other
people, and improve one’s domestic arts,
cooking, care of children, and medicinal
skills. If by culture we mean the educa
tion of people to appreciate the qualities
of fine literature, art, and human expres
sions, and if by culture we also mean
education which enriches lives through
training in personal development,

hygiene, and mental stimulation, then the
Florida Chautauqua was indeed the cul
tural center of Florida, fostering the
humanities in human expression, and
bringing West Floridians from the nine
teenth century into the twentieth.
That is the endearing legacy of the
Florida Chautauqua.

=

Dean DeBolt, University Librarian for
Special Collections of The University of
West Florida, is completing a book on the
Florida Chautauqua. A former member
of the FEH Speakers Bureau, he is avail
able for speaking engagements and con
sultations on the DeFuniak Chautauqua
and the wider ramifications of the Chau
tauqua movement.

MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS
for Chris tmas
A Marjorie Kinnin Rawlings Reader, edited bt Dorothy hbott,
is an Ideal gift Any lover of Florida will delit,ht in thc sil tions
from the writings of Rawlings, essas aboul her, and personal
tributes to her
How many copies of the Rawlings Reader do you ant?
Enclose $21 .50 per copy postpaid.
Make the check out to the Florida Endot ment for the
Humanities. Mail your request to:
Florida Endowment for the Humanities
1718 E. Seventh Avenue, Suite 301
Tampa, FL 33605
Allow three weeks for delivery.
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EXHIBITS SCHEDULED
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University,
Daytona Beach
Sept. 1 Oct. 25, 1991
-

A window display in dozvntown Avon Park sometime between 1941 and 1943.

Bread and Justice: The Sanford Doc
umentary Project, an exhibit of stunning
photographs by Eric Breitenback, opened
at the Seminole County Library in Sep
tember. Partially funded by FEH, the
exhibit documents family life in the Afri
can-American community of Sanford.
The photos and accompanying text,
including oral histories, invite viewers into
the daily life of their neighbors. In homes,
on the street, at a gravesite, in a church,
we see intimate scenes seldom captured
for our reflection.
"Bread and Justice: The Sanford Doc
umentary Project" exhibit continues at:
Seminole County Student Museum
Oct. 5,1990-Jan. 15, 1991
Orange County Historical Museum
Feb. 1 March 1, 1991
Seminole County Library/Casselberry
March 2-31, 1991
Bethune-Cookman College Library
April 1-30, 1991
Lectures will accompany some of the
exhibif’s showings.
-

Pilots in the Sun, a photographic
exhibit, commemorates World War II pilot
training schools in Lakeland and Avon
Park. Sponsored by the Lakeland Public
Library the exhibit, directed by Special
Collections Librarian Hal Hubener, was
partially funded by FEH.
Fifty years ago, Al Lodwick, best known
for managing Howard Hughes’ round-theworld flight in 1938, moved his business
from Lincoln, Nebraska. One of the orig
inal Civilian-Army Air Force Pilot Train
ing Schools, this operation became
Lakeland’s Lodwick School of Aeronau
tics in 1941 when Lodwick bought out
his partner. At about the same time he
opened the Lodwick Aviation Military
Academy in Avon Park. The two schools
graduated 10,000 pilots, including 1,200
British Royal Air Force cadets, before
closing down in 1945.
Lodwick’s collection of photographs
and school records remained at the site,
now the spring training headquarters for
the Detroit Tigers. Over the years fire
destroyed some photographs and others
were discarded; however, the Lakeland
Public Library obtained what remains in
1987. They provide a stunning record
of Florida pilot training during World
War II.
The exhibit opening on September 16
was attended by 350 people. Former
cadets, instructors, and employees of the
aviation schools were there, as were a few

former "line girls," who cleaned and
serviced the aircraft after training flights.
Many of these people had not seen each
other for almost fifty years. One wore a
facsimile of his pilot uniform. All had tales
to tell.
Since the opening more Lodwick peo
ple have contacted the library. More
names have been added to the roster of
survivors. Information and memorabilia
continue to come in.
Should you desire a copy of the lovely
exhibit catalog, with more photos like
those reproduced in this Forum, it can
be obtained by written request from:
Lakeland Public Library
100 Lake Morton Drive
Lakeland, Florida 33801
Please include a donation of at least
$5.00 made payable to the Friends of the
Lakeland Public Library to help defray the
costs of printing and mailing.
Following its initial showing in Lakeland, "Pilots in the Sun" can be seen at:
Avon Public Library
Nov. 20, 1990- Jan. 20, 1991
University of West Florida, Pensacola
Feb. 1 March 25, 1991
Sun N’ Fun, Lakeland
April 1991
Ocala Public Library
May 1 June 25, 1991
Museum of Florida History Tallahassee
July 1 Aug. 25, 1991

lights! Camera! Florida!, the FEH
exhibit highlighting ninety years of mov
iemaking in the Sunshine State continues
to travel around Florida. It can currently
be seen at the St. Petersburg Historical
Museum. In April it will move to the
Mount Dora Center for the Arts.

-

Photo from the Sanford Documentary
Project exhibit.

-
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SHAKESPEARE AND THE
CHILDREN OF THE MIDDLE EARTH
by

Sidney Homan

A student poster from Tiananmen Square.

1986: Halfway through a summer of
teaching at China’s Jilin University in
Changchun city I had gone with my fam
ily for a three-day vacation to the city of
Harbin. Though Harbin is in the extreme
northeast corner of the People’s Republic
of China, Madame Wang, our Foreign
Travel official, had assured us that there
would be no need to make reservations.
Just after the clerk at the last of the three
hotels of Harbin had told us there were
no vacancies, two men approached us.
"Are they government agents?," I mut
tered to a Chinese journalist who had
accompanied us. "Have I been too bold
in speaking out on political issues?"
They introduced themselves as rep
resentatives of the local university the
Harbin College of Shipbuilding and Elec
trical Engineering! Through the "under
ground railroad" Chinese academics
developed during the worst days of the
Cultural Revolution, they had heard that
"the western Shakespearean and his
family" were coming to Harbin. Fearing

"You know, Ho-man,
you’re not bad
for a western barbarian!"
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that the hotels would be full, and not
wanting usto suffer the slightest discom
fort, the faculty and students had reserved
rooms in the President’s guest house,
rented a van and driver for our use, and
prepared sumptuous dinners.
Yet, if there had been a vacancy the
two men would never have materialized.
All these preparations would have gone
unannounced.
Early that evening, my wife and I stood
on the balcony of our room and looked
down at the university’s sole courtyard.
In the fading light we saw some fifty stu
dents, walking in pairs, reading books.
The students had gathered up all avail
able copies of Shakespeare from the
library and, as a way of honoring me and
my family were reading his plays in our
presence.
One of China’s leading Shakespear
ean scholars, the father of one of my stu
dents, had invited me to the People’s
Republic. I arrived during the days of
yeasty optimism. Indeed, I was the first
western humanist to go to this area of
northern China since the Cultural
Revolution.
Teachers and students seemed buoy
ant. There had been a Shakespeare fes
tival in Beijing two months before we

arrived. As he impulsively hugged me at
a banquet, one of Changchun’s leading
Communist officials, a Shakespeare buff
since his own undergraduate days, con
fessed to his startled comrades that he had
been waiting for forty years to talk to an
"American Shakespeare expert."
Later, in his cups, he whispered to me,
"You know, Ho-man, you’re not bad for
a western barbarian!"
My first two mornings of teaching I was
driven by cab to my classroom door. On
the third day embarrassed by this special
treatment, I asked the driver to drop me
off at the edge of the campus so that I
could walk along with everyone else.
From that day onward, colleagues and
students, who always addressed me as
"Teacher Ho-man," would walk with me.
Men and women held my hand, their arms
around me, in that non-sexual fashion by
which the Chinese signal friendship and
intimacy in public.
"Things are better with Deng," one
student told me. "After all, he likes aca
demics. That is why that peasant Mao
hated him so much." When I revealed
that, as a protestor during the 1960s, I had
owned a copy of the Chairman’s Little Red
Book, and had even taken inspiration from
its aphorisms, they looked shocked.
Later, an aged schola after chatting
with me over tea for the better part of an
hour, suddenly announced, "And now,
Ho-man, I must show you something."
In China, as in several other cultures, the
important issue in a conversation is
reserved until the end, for which the tea
and polite conversation it engenders are
merely preludes.
From a high shelf he took what looked
like a baseball bat wrapped in old news

"To the divine Shakespeare and
the new spirit of academic
freedom that has brought our
brother Ho-man to the children
of the middle earth."

papers. His eyes glistened with tears.
Inside was a dunce’s cap, bearing the
inscription, "I AM ASHAMED OF BEING
A SCHOLAR." For two years he had had
to wear that cap eight hours a day while
he paraded on command in one of
Changchun’s parks. Noticing that I was
trying to hold back my own tears, he took
my hand and then, after refilling our
cups, proposed a toast. "To the divine
Shakespeare and the new spirit of
academic freedom that has brought our
brother Ho-man to the children of the
middle earth."
On the surface, then, things were going
well at the universities. After all, from
Confucius onward the teacher had always
occupied a high place in Chinese culture.
For example, in one prize-winning
Marxist play we saw the allegorical fig
ure of a teacher, his ever-present umbrella
symbolizing prudence, joined with a
boyhood friend, now a high-ranking party
official. Together they rooted out corrupt
politicians. As a reward for his honesty
the teacherwas appointed principal of a
new school bearing his name.
"This is not just a dream," the play
wright told me. After the performance he
elaborated, "At last year’s meeting of the
People’s Congress, Chairman Deng asked
a famous scholar to sit beside him. Thus
he rectified the crimes his predecessor
had committed against the universities."
Still, the Chinese continued to describe
themselves as like thermoses: cool on the
outside but boiling inside. And, indeed,
there was a dark underside to these
promising times.
One evening I was invited to have din
ner in the small room of five female grad
uate students. Never had a professor, let
alone a western professor, entered these
premises. Students milled about in the
hall, taking furtive glances through the
curtain that served as a door. The table
was spread with those foods the Chinese
display for ceremonial occasions.
My "Gang of Five", as I mischievously
called them, had bought a large bottle of
"Great Wall Wine" for the dinner, but
only poured glasses for me and my male
translator. I protested at once and pro
ceeded to give them a quick, comic lec
tureon women’s liberation; then poured
drinks all around. In the background a
John Denver tape played "Rocky Moun
tain High," their courteous way of offer
ing us a reminder of home.
We talked about Shakespeare, the

Professor Homan being welcomed to
China.

theater, and American universities. But
as the evening wore on, the wine had its
effect.
The topic was suddenly changed. One
of my students asked if I would describe
what the Vietnam and Civil Rights pro
tests were like in the 1960s. "How did
you go about protesting? Did you use
symbols, or force-or both? What did you
accomplish?" I spoke as one who had
been both a participant and an observer.
As we left, my translator-a colleague
in the Foreign Language Department who
had quickly become a dear friend, our
"Chinese Uncle" as our children called
him-turned to me and cried passion
ately "Ho-man, all I want is something
better than my cell his word for the oneroom apartment in which he lived with
his wife and child." Then, making a fist
around the now-emptied bottle of wine,
he said in anguish, "I don’t care about
our glorious past. I sometimes wish the
Great Wall would crumble to the ground,
vanish! That we could start over!"
A few months after I left, there were
peaceful student protests in Beijing and
Shanghai, harbingers of what would hap-

Learning to interpret Shakespeare with the
aid of a translator hand to mouth.

pen later in Tiananmen Square. But while
I was in China I never saw evidence of
discontent among the students or their
teachers. In part, of course, they were
putting on a good face for me. And, as a
colleague later explained in letters we
exchanged on the riots, "We did not want
to trouble you, Homan, with our
problems."
When I reminded him that I had been
made an official member of Jilin Univer
sity-to this day I hold the title of Visiting
Professor-and that these were therefore
"my problems" as well, his response was,
"But, Homan, you people in the beau
tiful land a Chinese phrase for the United
States don’t have as much patience with
authorities as we do. We’re used to itas far back as the emperors."

I, unwittingly,
had questioned the authority
that the Chinese students
had been taught
is vital to their system.
Still, the discontent was there. The
children of the middle earth, as these
Chinese proudly call themselves, were
questioning authority And I realize now
that by our style of teaching I, unwit
tingly had questioned the authority that
the Chinese students had been taught is
vital to their system.
Early on, my hosts had requested cop
ies of my lectures so that they could be
translated into Chinese. While never
working from lecture notes at the Uni
versity of Florida, let alone using a pre
pared text, I dutifully sent over twenty
lectures.
For my first two classes, I was content
to sit beside my translator and read to my
class a paragraph in English, followed by
its Chinese translation. Then, one night
at dinner, I told my translator that I simply
couldn’t do things this way I liked to
improvise. As an actor, I needed to "play"
to my audience.
We decided on the spot to throw away
the translations. The next morning I
announced to the class that I would talk
informally to the students. Not only talk
to them, but with them. In this fashion we
could consider Shakespeare together.
There was a stir in the room; I saw one
elderly faculty member in the corner shake
his head in disapproval. After a long
Fall
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These children of the middle
earth who marched had been,
no, are my students,
my colleagues-my friends.
silence, a student timidly raised her hand.
I instinctively walked over and sat on the
edge of her desk, as if we were friends
meeting on some park bench. More stirs
from the class. "But, Ho-man, you are the
foreign expert. Surely, you can provide
us with the proper response to the plays."
I then told her the very thing I tell my
own students in Florida. We only have
interpretations. There is no absolute truth.
The interpretation reveals more of the
interpreter than it does of the play
"Is it not possible that the most we can
do is read ourselves into the text, seeing
in the play what we need to see or want
to see, or are prepared to see? Is that not
possible, Han Feng?," I said, purposely
addressing her by name.
Her smile had what we would call in
the theater a sub-text. Later that after
noon, one of her roommates clarified:
"You are reminding her, Ho-man, that she
is the liberated woman you talked to when
we drank the ‘Great Wall Wine’ together."
One of my American graduate stu
dents went to Jil in University the year after
I returned. He reported that there were
massive student demonstrations in that
city although in this country reports of
the riots were mostly confined to those
later on in Beijing and Shanghai. By his
count, some 50,000 students, teachers,
and workers paraded down Chang
chun’s main boulevard.
These children of the middle earth who
marched had been, no, were and are my
students, my colleagues-my friends.
Shortly after the riots were quelled,
one of my students reported that his father,
a teacher and administrator at one of
Changchun’s universities, had resigned
in anger over the government’s policy He
knew that the precious, centuries-old
bond between teacher and student had
been broken. It could never be the same
again.
In their letters to me my colleagues in
China continue to speak of "the trag
edy" and "their shame," even of their
"embarrassment" that "things might
never be the same if, Homan, you honor
us again with your presence."
14
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Honor?-du ring our stay I had felt the
reverse was true, for who was Ito bring
a mere 450-year-old English playwright
to a country whose own theater existed
for 4,000 years before Shakespeare was
born?
The Chinese are an intensely proud
people, but the Chinese attitude towards
authority is not always like ours. We were
disturbed by the inconveniences, the
indignities, the humiliations that our
Chinese friends suffered in their daily
lives. Yet frequently they spoke of them
selves as "small potatoes." Nor did they
mind getting in "through the back door."
"We are a patient people," a hotel maid
told me.

While Shakespeare
was my immediate subject,
the ultimate issue was
the obligation of the student,
no less than the teacher,
to his or her government
Since the riots in Tiananmen Square
things will surely never be quite the same.
Certainly not the same as they were when
my family and I were in the People’s
Republic. The patience is wearing thin.
Nevertheless, words like "change,"
"westernization," "democracy" even
"freedom" are slippery, problematic,
relative.
Teaching and directing plays in the
People’s Republic of China only con
firmed what I learned from being an FEH
project director. The FEH humanist is also
a student, and should never forget that fact.
In China, while Shakespeare was my
immediate subject, the ultimate issue was
the obligation of the student, no less than
the teacher, to his or her government.
learning is a political act. It was at the
universities that the Chinese demand for
change was first made manifest. These
protests, while beginning on the cam
pus, spread to the people, to the "work
ers," to the community which, while
outside the campus, was at one with it.
I tease my Florida students by telling
them, "I am not interested in Shake
speare. He’s dead. What interests me is
the world outside the theater, which he
reflects."
Those students martyred in Tianan
men Square were not thinking of them-

selves, but of others. Their devotion to
others was just like that of the faculty and
students in Harbin who made sure that
the "western Shakespearean" and his
family would not suffer the slightest
discomfort.
These Chinese virtues did not origi
nate with Deng, nor with Mao. They
come from ancient Chinese philosophy
Those students, my students, martyred in
Tiananmen Square had a profound idea
of what our human obligations are.
Because of them, the People’s Repub
lic will never be the same again. Nor
will I.
N.B. Chen Yong Guo, Homan’s trans
lator and his children’s "Chinese Uncle,"
somehow made it from China to Florida.
Until August 1991 he is a Visiting Scholar
in the English Department of the Uni
versity of Florida.

=

Sidney Homan, a member of the FEH
Speakers Bureau, is Professor of English
and Theatre at the University of Florida,
continues as Visiting Professor of hIm
University He is a five time FEH Project
Partner. This account of his visit to China
is based on his presentation during the
FEH funded "Renaissance Dreams"
which prepared the way for the 1989
Orlando Shakespeare Festival. Professor
Homan ‘s FEH supported experience in
Florida state prisons see the Fall/Winter,
1989-90, Forum, pp. 5-6 may have
helped prepare him to enter another
closed society, contemporary China.

Rarely have I heard statements regard
ing Florida-its past, present, or futurethat approach yours. They are essen
tially what I wanted to say in my inau
gural addresses as Governor, because this
is the way I feel, but I am sure I fell short
of your standards.
leRoy Collins
Tallahassee

Once again, the FEH Forum holds
something which really grabs me. First,
the Lincolnville photos in your Annual
Report. Then, in the latest issue, Edward
Albee’s words: "Since I had decided I was
a creative writer, which merely meant that
I didn’t have to worry about being able to
think in a straight line, the essay was
beyond me."
Thank you for the new description of
my thought process! It brought a smile
and a sigh of relief-I’m not the only one.
Ann Macmillan
Tallahassee

I got my FEH Forum yesterday and
immediately marked it all up. I had no
idea FEH had so many services/pro
grams available to us.
Patti Bartlett
Fort Myers

I loved Albee’s comments in the Forum.
Howard Carter
St. Petersburg

I was shaken to discover the names of
two Shakespearean characters mis
spelled in the Forum of Spring/Summer
1990. The errors appeared on page 7 in
the caption of a picture accompanying
the otherwise excellent article, "Bringing
Shakespeare to Orlando."

The correct spellings of the names of
the two suitors of Bianca are Hortensio
and Cremio. In addition to an apology to
the spirit of Shakespeare, the author of
the article, Stuart Omans, is owed one.
Wilmina R. Smith
St. Petersburg

Oops! We goofed. Professor Omans
has forgiven us, but we have not heard
from the spirit of Shakespeare. However,
given his variable spelling? Ed.

I am still in a euphoric state from just
the mere idea that I-a former teacher,
interior designer, poet?, mother, and
presently activities coordinator for folks
who are sr. citizens/emotionally & phys
ically handicapped living in privately
owned subsidized housing-was afforded
the opportunity to listen, view, and won
der with academical professionals in the
art world at the "Culture and Democ
racy" conference in Jacksonville, March
2 & 3. I was ecstatic to be there. It’s all
still soaking into my brain, heart, and
body!
billie jo
Neptune Beach

I would like to personally "thank you"
for making the Boynton Beach Library
"Florida Stories" series possible
I am
thoroughly enjoying it as well as about
40 other people!
Elizabeth Barret Hardner
Ocean Ridge
. . .

I have just completed ten public forum
sessions on "Ethics in America" pre
sented by the Apalachicola Municipal
Library in cooperation with FEH. The
sessions were most informative, stimu
lating and thought provoking. The mod
erators, Clark Holmes and Tom Weller,
were extremely well qualified and per
formed a commendable service to their
community in directing the discussions
and maintaining focus on the subjects
under review at each session.
Those of us that attended this series
have gained from it and wish that this
program could be made available to other
groups within the community
Joe W. Butler
Carra belle

It is a tribute to FEH that it is not con
tent with just collecting and document
ing historical artifacts. FEH Forums are
consistently fresh, compelling and
involving. Its projects reflect on how we
have been shaped by the forces of cul
tural life in Florida and provide us with
a context for understanding present day
issues and making educated decisions.
In particular, the FEH writers series
radio features have given tens of thou
sands of Floridians an opportunity to
know and appreciate the historical and
ongoing concerns of some of Florida’s
most brilliant citizens. The series, with
each production looking at a different
author, has documented the intelligence,
originality and courage of the writers. It
has also explored the rich cultural and
natural environment of Florida which
inspired these authors.
FEH is important for the thread it pro
vides connecting us to the past, exam
ining the present and preparing for the
future.
Patricia Kemp
Tampa
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GRANTS

AWARDED

from PERRY, STARKE and PALATKA to
OKEECHOBEE and NAPLES
Voices and Visions: the world of
American poets entered through six twohour video/discussion programs, based
on the TV series of the same name, with
the participation of a recognized regional
poet, all under the guidance of a human
ities scholar
Sponsor: Friends of the Venice Area
Public Library Inc., and each of the par
ticipating libraries
Scheduled variously from Nov. 1990
through June 1991, as arranged at each
ofthefollowing locations: Bartow Public
Library, Bradford County Public Library
Collier County Public Library De Soto
County Library Destin Library Gulfport
Public Library Lakeland Public Library
Lakes Region Library New Port Richey
Public Library, Okeechobee County
Library Palatka Public Library Palm Har
bor Library Sun City Center Clubhouse,
Taylor County Public Library Thonoto
sassa Public Library
Project director: Arthur Mac Miller
813 645-3842 or 813 359-4360
FEH grant: $1 7,000/approximate total
cost: $80,000
DAYTONA BEACH
Let’s Talk About It: reading/discussion

series featuring modern classics
Sponsor: Volusia County Public Library
Scheduled once a month-beginning
Nov. 19,1990-through April 22, 1991,
at the Cornelia Young Library
Project director: Brian K. Reed 904
255-1401 ext. 236, or 904 252-5427
FEH grant: $1,000/approximate total
cost $2,300
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Twenty-three proposals,
requesting more than
$337,000, were considered
by the FEHBoard of
Directors at its September
meeting. Ten were awarded
grants in the total amount of
$110,085, which is
approximately 25% of the
total cost of these projects
Hereare the projects
funded.

GAINESVILLE
plus national travel
"Fort Mose" Satellite Exhibit: designed
to advertise a major traveling exhibit on
America’s Black Fortress of Freedom by
providing a sample teaser in "culturally
deprived" locations
Sponsor: University of Florida
Scheduled to be used in conjunction
with locations of a major exhibit on Fort
Mose to be arranged through Dec. 1991
Project director: Kathleen Deagan
904 392-1721
FEH grant: $17,075/approximate total
cost: $56,000
Music of Femina: discussion and live
performance of music by Western women
composers since 1700
Sponsor: Women’s Study Program,
University of Florida
Scheduled for Nov. 4, 1990, in UF
Music Bldg. 120
Project director: Caryl Flinn 904 3920777
FEH grant: $400/approximate total
cost: $1,000

MIAMI, WEST PALM BEACH
POMPANO, HOBE SOUND
and SANIBEL
Water, Water Everywhere-Nor Any
Drop to Drink! Florida’s ethical dilemma
of the decade discussed in a series of
public forums based on issues posed
by a 45 minute musical drama, "The
Water Log"
Sponsor: Creative Stages, Inc., and the
South Florida Water Management District
Scheduled for the Museum of Science,
Miami, on Nov. 11, 1990; Duncan The
atre or Norton Art Gallery West Palm
Beach, on Dec. 1, 1990; Fern Forest
Nature Center, Pompano, on Jan. 13,
1991; Hobe Sound Elementary School,
during early Feb., 1991; Hyatt Hotel
Auditorium, Miami, on March 2, 1991;
and Sanibel Elementary School, on March
16, 1991
Project director: Margaret Bachus 904
378-1850
FEH grant: $20,900/approximate total
cost: $174,000
PALM BEACH COUNTY
From "C" to Inland "C": guided tours
and other ways of inviting the public in
on the significance of selected sites on
the southern shore of Lake Okeechobee
Sponsor: Palm Beach County Plan
ning Division
Scheduled for Jan.12 & 13, 1991, at
John Stretch Park/Lake Harbor Commu
nity Paul Rardin Park/Belle Glade and
Pahokee, Canal Point Community Cen
ter/Canal Point Community and Palm
Beach Community College/Belle Glade
Campus
Project director: Vicki Silver 407 2335313
FEH grant: $6,920/approximate total
cost: $15,500

NAPLES and FORT LAUDERDALE
Coast to Coast: Two reading/lecture
series-on "Detectives Unlimited"
mysteries and crime fiction and "Before
and After Cone with the Wind" histor
ical novels, featuring major authors and
critics-bounce between Naples and Fort
Lauderdale.
Sponsors: Naples Literary Seminar, Inc.,
and the Florida Center for the Book
Scheduled for Nov. 8 at The Depot,
Naples; Nov. 9 and Dec. 3, 1990, at the
Broward County Main Library Fort Lau
derdale; Jan. 16, 1991, at both locations
Project director: Carol Cain Farring
ton 813 263-2664
FEH grant: $1 4,000/approximate total
cost: $23,000
MIAMI
Coconut Grove Playhouse Theatre
Forum: six lecture/discussion sessions
designed to explore ethical issues probed

by selected Playhouse productions, fea
turing a group of older adults who will
preview the plays and participate in the
discussions
Sponsor: Coconut Grove Playhouse
Scheduled from 7:00-10:00 p.m. on
Nov. 26 "Driving Miss Daisy", Dec.17
"At Wits End", 1990, and Jan. 14
"Shirley Valentine", Feb. 24 "Little Shop
of Horrors", April 8 "The Cemetery
Club", May 20 tba, at the Coconut
Grove Playhouse
Project director: Judith Delgado 305
442-2662
FEH grant: $11 ,575/approximate total
cost: $53,000
Focus on Gender: FlU’s ninth annual
Women’s Studies Colloquium invites all
Floridians to consider gender related the
ories, practices, and applications.
Sponsor: Florida International
University

GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINES
for 1991

FOR REGULAR PROJECTS EXPECTED TO
BEGIN AFTER JUNE 15, 1991
Preliminary Application due by
February 8, 1991
Final Application 1 original, 28 copies
due by March 15, 1991
Notification by May 15, 1991
FOR REGULAR PROJECTS EXPECTED TO
BEGIN NOVEMBER 1, 1991
E Preliminary Application due by
July 8, 1991
Final Application 1 original, 28 copies
due by August 9, 1991
Notification by October 7, 1991

Scheduled for March21 & 22, 1991,
at FlU/University Park
Project director: Marilyn Hoder
Salmon
FEH grant: $11,705/approximate total
cost: $35,000
Technology and Ethics: a series of five
lecture/panel discussions on definitive
features of the relationship between
technological ingenuity and human
responsibility
Sponsor: Barry University
Scheduled for Nov. 14, 1990; March
20, May 22, and Nov. 13, 1991; and
March 25, 1992, at Barry University
Project director: Mary Ann Jungbauer
305 758-3392
FEH grant: $9,510/approximate total
cost: $28,000

NOTICE
MEDIA
APPLICATIONS
SUSPENDED
No media applications will be
considered in 1991. The media
grant progran has been

suspended. The originally
announced media application
deadline is inoperative.

NO MEDIA GRANTS TO BE
AWARDED IN 1991
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Critics
FORUM

Wayne Martin, the "fiddlin’fool, "points out the workmanship
which goes into a fiddle during a summer teacher institute.

The 1990 Summer Teacher Institute on
"The Heritage of the Florida Panhandle"
was organized around academic pres
entations every morning including that
of the architect/contractor who con
ducted the field trip on the last morning.
These were followed on the first three
afternoons by presentations of those with
"hands-on" experience. The last two
afternoons were set aside for presenta
tions by participants. Every presenter had
done excellent research. The partici
pants were very eager to contribute.
James McGovern provided a compre
hensive discussion of the queen city of
1900-1 930, Pensacola, and the area to
the east, especially Jackson County the
Institute site. His knowledge of the effects
of the rise and fall of the major business
of this locale, lumbering of the long leaf
pine was extraordinary as well as of the
economic and social life of the times.
His illustrative slides were especially
interesting.
Jerome Stern’s style of presentation
helped relax the participants, inviting
them into a dialogue. His presentation
was very informative, while also provid
ing a wide variety of student project
suggestions.
Ormond Loomis encouraged partici
pants to share folklore they knew, though
this limited the time for his own pres
entation. His slides of area crafts, build
ings, and jobs that require folk knowledge
18
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added a great deal.
Connie Palmer and her sister, both
native Americans, gave an informative
presentation of their heritage in making
pine needle baskets. They explained every
step of the method-from gathering and
preparing the pine needles to finishing
the baskets. They provided a large dis
play of their baskets which participants
could examine as closely as they liked.
For the majority of the participants, the
highlight of the Institute was Claude
Reese’s tour and accompanying expla
nation of the background and architec
tural styles of the historic home sites in
Greenwood. Mr. Reese’s vast knowledge
showed the hours he had put into read
ing old records, talking to older Green
wood residents, and doing library
research. The open, relaxed manner in
which he and his wife shared every area
of their 100-year old home, Great Oaks,
was astounding.
Presentations by those who lived the
culture were the real highlights of the
Institute. The widow of a man who had
a turpentine company spoke of the life
they lived, even the feel of the company
money. Learning about growing sugar
cane and making syrup from that cane
from someone whose family has been in
that business fora number of generations
was most enlightening. Then to be served
homemade sausage, biscuit, and syrup

to give a real "taste" of this Panhandle
industry! Basket making with white oak
and with pine needles, quilt making,
logging, bateau boat building, Indian
folklore-each of these by people inti
mately involved in the craft, industry or
way of life-gave special insights the
participants could learn from no other
sources.
Every participant had extremely favor
able comments on the Institute. One told
me, "In the over 20 years I have taught,
I have never attended anything as inter
esting and as useful." I heard another say
"I wish this could be an in-service pro
gram for all the teachers." I heard com
ments concerning what they planned to
use in their classes, ways they planned to
collect information on their own back
grounds, and projects they planned to
start. One of the presenters, when I asked
if he had sufficient time to prepare for his
presentation, said, "Oh, yes! In fact, I got
so involved in this and collecting mate
rial that my wife told me ‘No more! No
more!’ And I enjoyed everything so much
that I had a hard time deciding how to
limit this report."
The only weakness of the institute was
a feeling that there was so much to learn
and so little time in which to do it.
Ruth Davis
IDI

A VIEW FROM THE BOARD
Several weeks ago, while I was
trapped in my car in what used to be
called the Kendall morning rush hour but
which has actually become a Buddhist
state of non-existence, my somnolent
sensibilities gradually became aware that
Public Radio was talking in glowing terms
about a controversial but energetic group
of young actors and directors in Chicago
who called themselves the Remains The
atre Company They present new, and not
always clear, works about AIDS, about
crime, unemployment, Saddam Hus
sein, the approach of the killer beeswhatever is au courant and in the pub
lic’s interest.
The only catch is the public has to be
willing to listen hard, because Remains
doesn’t spell it out. Plenty of people, baf
fled or otherwise, have shown a willing
ness to listen, because Remains charges
ten dollars a ticket, not thirty-five. They
also exhibit prominently the warning that
"LATECOMERS WILL BE SEATED
WHENEVER THE MANAGEMENT FEELS
IT APPROPRIATE, AND IT WILL BE
DONE IN THE MOST HUMILIATING
MANNER POSSIBLE." As I said, plenty
are showing up, and they’re on time.
What made the news even more excit
ing to me was the further discovery that

performances are held, not in a theatre or
an outdoor stadium or even a tent, but in
a shopping mall. I suddenly remembered
having made a few passing remarks dur
ing a recent Board meeting to the effect
that there must be some enterprising
groups out there who would like to make
things happen in the Mall besides free
cholesterol counts; who have recog
nized the potential of having thousands
of people there on any given day-peo
ple to sing to, perform for, and involve in
meaningful dialogue on issues of tre
mendous significance, dialogue that
could easily precede or follow a per
formance of some kind.
Poets and philosophers of the Ameri
can scene have vilified the Mall for some
time now, have savagely attacked it as the
tacky symbol of our deteriorating cul
ture, the Taj Mahal of flea markets.
Teachers, school boards, and parents
would sometimes rather see our youth
rocketed off to a distant planet than spend
Friday nights walking aimlessly up and
down the shadowless tiles of the Mall.

erate, I haven’t the slightest doubt. We
can all enjoy the best of both worlds.
Those who come for the sale at Penney’s
might be intrigued by the sounds of the
Mozart opera just outside, might linger
for an insightful lecture by a music critic,
and would still make it to the sale.
Railing against the materialism of the
times has been traditional in the human
ities, but until the public experiences
beauty and truth for itself, sermons will
accomplish little. I think Shakespeare, had
he been our contemporary would have
already cornered the market.

We all know the hard truth: the Mall
isn’t going away any time soon. So why
not start seriously thinking about what can
be done to bring the humanities there?
The entrepreneurs would readily coop-

Richard P. Janaro

180 TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN
SUMMER INSTITUTES
Nine Teacher Institutes were held by
FEH during the summer of 1990. With
funds provided through the Florida
Department of Education, 180 second
ary school teachers took advantage of
these opportunities to bring aspects of
"Florida Heritage" into their students’
experience. The only continuing edu
cation in the humanities provided to our

teachers, these institutes were devoted to
the study of the history social life, and
cultural traditions of the various peoples
and several regions of our state.
A special feature of every institute was
specific consideration of ways in which
topics could be introduced to students in
each participant’s own classroom. All
participants are expected to report back

on how their institute pays off in their
teaching practices.
Teachers interested in participating in
one of the 1991 institutes may contact the
FEH office after January 31 for a list of
locations, topics, and directors.
oI
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RESOURCE CENTER
News
Newly acquired video tapes available
on loan include:
"Marjory Stoneman Douglas"
"Living in America: A Hundred Years of
Ybor City"
"Four Corners of Earth" about Seminole
women and folkways.
A special invitation is extended to
retirement communities and associa
tions. Videos and other materials of the
Resource Center should be of special
interest to them. Request a Resource
Center Catalogue. Set up your own spe
cial series.
Audio cassettes based on FEH spon
sored radio features are available for pu r
chase at the price of eight dollars $8.00
each. Topics range from bioethics reports
to discussions of leadership in Florida, and
from Florida writers to bits of Florida his
tory. The Resource Center Catalogue has
a complete listing.
Speakers available in 1991 include:
Judith Bense, Associate Professor of
Anthropology, directs the Institute of West
Florida Archeology at the University of
West Florida. The author of Under
ground Pensacola and other works, she
is interested in enlisting the public’s help
with the preservation of our deteriorating
archeological sites. Topic: Getting
Involved in Public Archeology in Your
Town
Andrew Buchwalter, Assistant Profes
sor of Philosophy at the University of
North Florida, has published numerous
essays on political philosophy and 19th
and 20th century German thought. Hav
ing recently organized an international
conference on the subject, he is cur
rently preparing a book of controversial
essays about public support for the arts.
Topic: Controversies in Public Funding
for the Arts-Philosophical and Histori
cal Perspectives
Mason Daly, of the Academy of Senior
Professionals at Eckerd College, is the
former director of the Overseas Division
of the University of Maryland. While Ford
Foundation University Development
Advisor, Daly started his large collection
of art from non-Western cultures. Topic:
WestAfrican Carvings andtheirlnfiuence
upon Western Art
20
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Emma Waters Dawson, Associate Pro
fessor of English at Florida A & M Uni
versity has studied and taught the works
of Zora Neale Hurston, Jean Toomer, and
other African American authors for fif
teen years. She is the co-author of the
forthcoming Toni Morrison: A Bio-Bibli
ography. Topics: Images of African
American Women in The Color Purple;
or The Legacy of Slavery in Toni Morri
son’s Beloved and Shirley Anne Wil
liams’ Dessa Rose
Jane Dysart is an Associate Professor
of History at the University of West Flor
ida. Her scholarly work focuses on Native
American women’s roles as mothers,
workers, and preservers of culture. She
is currently researching mixed-blood
Creeks and Indian traders. Topic: The
Roles of Women in Creek and Seminole
Families
Jane Anderson Jones, an Associate
Professor of English at Manatee Com
munity College, is editing an anthology
of poems from and about Florida. Topic:
Florida Poems and Poets
Robert Mertzman is an Adjunct
Instructor of Philosophy at the University
of South Florida and at Eckerd College.
Having managed several large compa
nies, Mertzman now turns a philoso
pher’s gaze towards the tough issues that
arise in the business world. Topic: What
is Business Ethics and Why Should We
Study It?
Sandra Norman, Assistant Professor of
History at Florida Atlantic University, has
extensive experience with museums and
historic sites. She has lectured on Flori
da’s industrial heritage and is currently
involved in projects in Palm Beach county
and Bimini. Topics: Public History in the
Community; or The Effect of Technology
on the Everglades
Cordon Patterson, Associate Professor
of History at Florida Institute of Tech
nology is the author of the forthcoming
The Essentials of Ancient History and
chairs the Social Science section of the
Florida Academy of Sciences. His many
research interests include German and
Austrian intellectual history. Topics:
Jacques Le Moyne’s Drawings of Early
Contact in Florida European Images of
Native Americans; or Back to the
Source Bartram to Coleridge to Hurston
-

-

Joseph Siry, Associate Professor of
Environmental Studies at Rollins Col
lege, is the author of Marshes of the Ocean
Shore: The Origins of an Ecological Ethic,
the "Wetlands" entry in the Encyclope
dia of Southern Culture, and a number of
texts on teaching environmental studies.
Siry researches energy use and devel
opment and has lectured on wetlands
preservation. Topic: The History of Flor
ida’s Environmental Movements
Jerome Stern directs the Creative Writ
ing Program at Florida State University
The author of Making Shapely Fiction and
the director of the World’s Best Short Story
Contest, Stern’s commentaries can be
heard on National Public Radio’s "All
Things Considered" and have appeared
in Harper’s Magazine and Playboy Top
ics: Fiction from Rural Florida or Amer
ican Popular Culture
Sidney Homan, Professor of English and
Theater at the University of Florida and
Visiting Professor at Jilin University in the
People’s Republic of China, has written
seven books on theater and has directed
and acted in a long list of plays from
Shakespeare to Stoppard. Presentations:
Money and the Human Contract staging
and discussion of a scene from The
Merchant of Venice; or No Longer a
Couch Potato viewing and discussion of
Beckett’s television plays
Joan and Steve Hansen, a.k.a. The St.
George Street Players, make history come
alive before your eyes. Theater lovers are
equally appreciative of the Hansens’
accomplishments as linguists. Joan’s
translations brought the comedies of 16th
century playwright Lope de Rueda to
English speakers for the first time; and
Steve, after working for the U.S. Army as
a Russian linguist, translated Chekhov’s
one-act comedies. Presentations: "An
Evening in St. Augustine, 1740;" or "The
Indian Mission Problem of 1697"
Ernie Williams chairs the Humanities
Division of St. Leo College. Although
academically trained in philosophy this
former Florida state banjo champion has
published fiction, poetry many articles
on southern folk arts, and has written a
fu II-length ballet. Presentation: Southern
Folk Music a musical performance with
commentary

=

Request for Proposals

1990

-

1992

THE 1992 COLUMBIAN QUINCENTENARY
Encounters of Cultures
The significance of 1492 lies not with
what Columbus found but in the inter
action which followed his voyages. As
William H. McNeilI recently wrote,
"What Columbus did was to change the
world in which he lived and the world in
which the American Indians lived by
connecting the two in a way that has
lasted for half a millennium." We invite
Floridians to study this connection.
In our state, Juan Ponce de Leon, Pan
fib de Narváez, and Hernando de Soto
set in motion a series of events, aptly
called by Alfred Crosby the "Columbian
exchange." Over a period of centuries,
Florida was the staging ground for cul
tural and biological interplay among
Timucua, Apalachee, Tequesta, Calusa,
Spanish, Minorcan, Greek, French, Ital
ian, and English. Invaders became set
tlers. Immigrants became citizens. Their
descendants populate our peninsula.
In 1787 Abbé Genty published an
elaborate essay "The Influence of the
Discovery of America upon the Happi
ness of the Human Race." Genty con-
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cluded that the influence had been chiefly
for the bad. "Think," he said, "what a
slaughter there had been of innocent and
high-minded red men by brutal and
ruthless whites!" "Think too," he said,
"how most of the great European wars
since the Peace of Westphalia have grown
out of quarrels about colonial empire!"
To Abbé Genty, Columbus had come with
a sword-notwith an olive branch-and
had opened a new chapter in the long
odyssey of human woe.
There are many today who agree with
Abbé Genty, those who view 1492 as a
catastrophe for the Americas, for the land,
and its peoples. Despite differences of
interpretation, analysis, and perspective,
it is difficult to ignore the significance of
the date. It is, in fact, the differences in
interpretation, analysis, and perspective
that are critical to this commemoration.
The Florida Endowment for the
Humanities calls for proposals for public
programs that investigate the encounter
and interaction of peoples and cultures,
either historical or with an emphasis on

contemporary Florida. Non-profit organ
izations are encouraged to develop and
conduct various kinds of programs
grounded in one or more of the human
ities disciplines, combining creative
imagination with sensitivity to local
interests in developing a focus and for
mat for their projects.
Scholars in the disciplines of the
humanities such as philosophy ethics,
comparative religion, history, art history
and criticism, jurisprudence, literature,
languages, linguistics, archaeology cu I
tural anthropology and fobklife must be
central to your proposal and project.
For further information, and for appli
cation forms, please call 813 272-3473
or write us for application forms and fur
ther information. Two FEH publications,
Commemoration and Spanish Pathways
in Florida: A Resource Guide to sites,
scholars, and collections may help you
design a public program appropriate to
your community These publications are
available, free of charge, upon request.
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